Medical educators may then ask the very practical question, Bhow do educators identify such students?^The authors submit that direct observation and a thorough assessment of medical students in the aforementioned competency domains are key in identifying such deficiencies. Thus, a model of direct observation to identify and remediate failing students could be essential, especially given the underutilization of direct observation that occurs on clerkships. 3 The authors propose that once a student is identified as failing to meet expectations in one area, this should prompt an examination of competencies in other areas. Effective identification of the struggling learner will allow educators to design a remediation program of a proactive nature. A proposed model of remediation was suggested in a thematic review by Hauer et al., which includes development of a learning plan that integrates deliberate practice, feedback, reflection and reassessment.
